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Week 4: Spirit our Empowerer

S o VR Week beginning Sunday 8" June

Opening Question

= Have you experienced the Holy Spirit empowering you for a particular moment? Share your
stories together.

Reflecting on Scripture
Read Acts 1:1-8

Luke in the introduction to Acts talks about how his former book (Luke’s gospel) was a record of what
Jesus began to do, with the implication that the book of Acts (his second book) is a record of what
Jesus continued to do, after his ascension, through the church. But first the disciples were called to
wait for the empowering of the Holy Spirit (v4,8).

1) Inwhat ways did the early church continue the mission of Jesus?

2) v8talks about the disciples being empowered by the Holy Spirit to be ‘witnesses.” Often we
think of that being simply about ‘preaching/proclaiming the kingdom’ but how were they
witnesses by their lives too/ by ‘demonstrating the kingdom’ (See Acts 2:42-45, Acts 3: 1-8;
Acts 5:12-16).

Read Acts 2:1-21

3) What stands out to you most about the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost and the impact
it had?

4) How did the Holy Spirit change, and empower, the disciples in this chapter?

5) Do you think we can expect the same empowering today that the first disciples had? Why do
we not often see that sort of empowering today?

6) Dave shared in his sermon that the tongues of fire, different languages and powerful wind
were just the ‘warm up act’ for the main act of preaching Jesus. Do you agree?

7) He wentonto say ‘A danger sometimes in the church today is that we can focus on the ‘warm
up act (i.e. the signs and manifestations and how the Spirit makes us feel in our own church
services) more than the main act — the Spirit’s empowering for mission and proclaiming the
good news in our communities.” Discuss! How might we redress any wrong balance in how we
see the Spirit’s ministry among us.

Reflect and Respond

8) Inwhat areas of your life right now do you need the Holy Spirit’s boldness or power?
9) What might be holding you back from fully welcoming the Holy Spirit's work in your life?



10) Read the disciples’ prayer after they were arrested and released in Acts 4:29-30. What does
that speak to you? How does it challenge us as to how we can pray for the Spirit’s
empowering?

Pray together now for each other for the Spirit’s empowerment to be ‘witnesses’ in our own daily
lives.



