
Listening to God  

1) We are called to listen to God…God is a God who speaks! 
o From the Old Testament onwards… God is a God who speaks to people.  

▪ Prophets…  
▪ 1 Samuel  3:8-10 “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening” 

In O.T.… God spoke to specific people at specific times for specific purposes (Spirit on only a very few) 
 

o But after Pentecost- Spirit available to ALL people… God could speak to ALL people… (Joel’s 
prophecy:  2: 28-29) 

▪ John 10:27  “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them and they follow me” – about 
listening and then following! 
▪ Revelation 2:7 “If you have ears listen to what the Spirit says” 

 
God is a God who speaks personally to us, and we are called to listen! 
 

2) How do we listen to God? How does God speak to us? 
▪ We listen to God through his word – the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16) 

o Especially as we mediate on it (Joshua 1:8) “meditate on it day and night and then you will 
be careful to do everything written in it” 

o Sometimes God will use specific verses to directly speak to us  
▪ We listen to God through his Holy Spirit’s promptings particularly as we pray  

o Our conscience  (John 16:8-9)  
o ‘Nudges’ (Acts 20:22 Paul… ‘And now compelled by the Spirit I am going to Jerusalem’) 
o ‘Gentle whisper’/’still small voice’ (1 Kings 19:12-13; Philip & Ethiopian - Acts 8:29-30) 
o Prophecy & words of knowledge (1 Cor 12:8,10)  
o Pictures, visions, dreams (Jeremiah 13:1-11; Acts 10:9-14) 

▪ We listen to God through other people 
o Preaching (Acts 2:14-41) 
o Wise council (Proverbs 11:14 ‘For lack of guidance a nation falls, but many advisers make 

victory sure’ … discern together (test together)) 
▪ We listen through ‘divine circumstances’ (1 Corinthians 16:9)  

 

3) Prophecy 

▪ What is prophecy? ‘Hearing God speak and repeating what He says’ (Cath Livesey) 
▪ Most prophecy is ‘forth-telling’ (i.e. speaking out God’s word as a means of encouragement and 

exhortation) not ‘foretelling’ (predicting some future event). 
‘Prophecy is a message from God, which is not necessarily anything to do with the future; a forth-

telling not primarily a foretelling… It is a word from the Lord through a member of the body of 
Christ, inspired by the Spirit to build up the rest of the body’ (David Watson) 

▪ Alex Buchanan’s 3 expressions:  
o ‘low level prophecy’ – God might encourage a person or congregation with a simple 

statement e.g. ‘The Lord says ‘don’t be afraid’ 
o ‘higher level prophecy’ – God reveals something about the situation in a particular church 

at a particular time’ – e.g. Rich Johnson’s word to us…  
o ‘highest level of prophecy’ – which causes people to bow down and worship God in awe 

and wonder because they know ‘The Lord has spoken’  
 



▪ Ask for REVELATION 
▪ Pray for INTERPRETATION + APPLICATION 
▪ TEST the Word 

 

4) We need to test what we hear 
“Do not put out the Spirit’s fire. Do not treat prophecies with contempt. Test everything, hold on to the 

good” (1 Thess 5:19-21) 
Questions to ask: 

1) Is it in accordance with the scriptures? (2 Peter 3:16)  
o ‘Listening to God is not about newness but about nowness. It is receiving the applied Word 

in whatever form God chooses to make it known’ (Huggett, Listening to God). 
o ‘Do not ascribe to God what is not of God. Do not easily suppose dreams, voices, 

impressions, visions, revelations to be from God without sufficient evidence. They may be 
purely natural, they may be diabolical. Try all things by the written Word and let all bow 
down before it’ (John Wesley) 

2) Is it honouring to God?  
3) Does it point people to Jesus and his ways? 
4) Does it bring life and freedom? (John 6:33) 
5) Does it edify and build up the body of Christ? (1 Cor 14:3 – ‘everyone who prophecies speaks to 

men for their strengthening, encouragement an comfort’ ) 
6) Is it given in love? (1 Cor 13) 
7) Does it resonate? Do you have peace about its truth? (John 14:27) 
8) Is it confirmed in other ways? (e.g. what other people say, other promptings, scriptures etc.) 
9) Does the speaker allow others to judge or weigh what he has said? (1 Cor 14:29) ‘I think God 

might be saying… pray it through’ … not ‘God told me…!’ + submit it to their leaders for testing 
10) Is it directive to another person? WARNING! 

 
 

5) Cultivating a listening heart: Attuning ourselves to his spirit… 

▪ Setting aside time and space to come before God in the quiet (Psalm 37:7)  
▪ Saturating ourselves in God’s Word so we know the heart of God and tune in to his heart 
▪ Practising the presence of God in prayer and worship (Acts 4:31, Psalm 46:10) 
▪ Seek holiness and confess sin (Isaiah 6:5-7) 
▪ Fasting 
▪ Ask God to speak to you/Ask specific questions (Matthew 7:7, 1 Corinthians 12:31) 

 

‘If we truly want to hear God, if we truly want to hear Him speak, then we need to take 
the time to savour Him. To immerse ourselves in our Father and bask in the intoxicating 
presence of God’s speaking voice – this is prayer. Prayer is savouring God. Savouring is 

immersing ourselves in His presence, hearing Him with all of our senses.’ (Mike Yaconelli, 
Dangerous Wonder) 
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