Looking Through the Cross
Week 7: The Cross and Failure
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This sermon series is based on the book ‘Looking Through the Cross’ by Graham Tomlin’s (see
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Looking-Through-Cross-Archbishop-Canterburys/dp/1408188473).

This week’s topic links in with Chapter 7: The Cross and Failure

Opening Discussion

How do you cope with failure? Any brave souls might like to share a story of one of their
failures in life... How did you respond? How has it impacted you?

Questions to discuss

Read John 21:1-19 (and if you like Mark 14:66-72 to set the context).

Think of the story of Peter up to this point. What other ‘failures’ had he experienced with
Jesus?

How do you think Peter felt on that day when he had ‘breakfast on the beach with Jesus? How
do we feel coming to Jesus when we have ‘failed’?

From this passage, how does Jesus see Peter’s failure? How does he respond?

Why do you think Jesus asks the question ‘Do you love me?’ rather than anything else. And
why three times?

Tomlin goes onto say ‘Jesus’ view of him was not dependent on his success as a disciple and
it was unaffected by his failure.... When we fail, God learns nothing new about us. He is not
disappointed by our fall, as if it was unexpected. Just as it was for Peter, his feeling towards
us, his regard for us is exactly the same as before. Failure need not destroy us, but only if we
look both it and God directly in the face.” Discuss!

What might this mean for how God sees us? Do we really believe this?

Graham Tomlin writes ‘Failure does not destroy Peter. In fact it re-creates him. How does the
encounter with Jesus here do that? How do you think ‘failure’ changed Peter? How can it
change us?

Reflection and response: An Imaginative Contemplation

Tomlin concludes this chapter with these words...

‘This is a message for lousy Christians. If you think you have failed as a Christian, that all the others
are better than you, they pray longer, drink less, feel lest lustful, evangelise more effectively, then this

story is for you. Jesus died for you, not because you are a good Christian but because you are a bad
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one. God loves lousy Christians , failed Christians, honest Christians. In fact, he is likely most often
to use those who know they are lousy Christians. It is no accident that Peter the failure, became the
central figure in early Christianity. Jesus predicted that he would build his church on the ‘rock’ that
was Peter in full awareness that he would fail badly, and this word came true as well. The story of the
cross introduces us to a God who loves failures: in fact he can do more with failures than he can with
those who have never experienced their own frailty and weakness’

Have about 10 minutes of silence in your group to reflect on these words.
Imagine yourself sitting round the campfire with Jesus.

In the silence bring your own personal ‘failures’ to God and allow him to look at you and speak to
you...

How does he look at you?
What does he say to you?
How do you feel?

How does he feel about you?

At the end of 10 minutes give space for anyone to reflect on their prayer time with God. And then pray
for each other as appropriate.

At the end of this session. How does ‘failure’ look to you through the lens of the cross?



