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This sermon series is based on the book ‘Looking Through the Cross’ by Graham Tomlin’s (see
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Looking-Through-Cross-Archbishop-Canterburys/dp/1408188473).

This week’s topic links in with Chapter 6: The Cross and Ambition

Opening Discussion

What are you/have you been ambitious about in your life?

Questions to discuss

Read Philippians 2:3-11

1)
2)

What do you think the goal or ambition for a Christian is?
Graham Tomlin in his book says “The one goal of Christian life is to become like God, the God
whose external characteristic is love...” Do you agree?

He goes on... “Whatever else you aim at in life, do not miss out on the one thing that is the
most valuable of them all: to become capable of disinterested, selfless love.” Discuss!

What does Philippians 2 teach us about what ambition looks like through the lens of the
cross? How does it contrast from the world’s view?

Look carefully at Philippians 2:4. How on the cross does Jesus model this? [Think of who and
how he communicated with others on the cross, rather than looking out for his own interests].
Graham Tomlin describes this as ‘as good a definition of love as you can find — it is the ability
to see others shine rather than yourself, to be more interested to hear others’ stories than to
tell your own, to be more pleased at others’ successes than your own, to be focused not first
and foremost on what serves your purposes and wellbeing, but what serves the purpose and
wellbeing of others.” How easy do you find this to do?

What might that look like in practice, in our workplaces, families, churches and
neighbourhoods?

What do you understand by the word ‘humility’ (v3)? Tomlin goes on to say “True humility
comes not from a sense of worthlessness, but the opposite, from a sense of our own true
worth, loved by God not for our achievements or our successes but simply because we are his
beloved children.” How easy do you find this?

Finally Tomlin says that in the Kingdom of God we are called to be slaves of one another (v7).
How did Jesus model this? How are we called to do this in our different situations?
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APPLICATION: Applying it to our lives...

Tomlin finishes... ‘The cross shows us a different God — a humble God who is willing to take the form
of a servant for the sake of his creation.” And we are called to follow his example.

“That means that when we do the most ordinary things for the sake of another, when a parent waits
for their teenage child outside a party late at night, when a young woman washes an elderly relative,
when the Chair stacks the chairs after a meeting, when a host washes up so others can enjoy the rest
of the evening, when an educated graduate chooses to live in a rough area of a city to so that he can
be a good neighbour to the homeless, refugees and immigrants who live all around — when we do
these things, that is when we are at our most God-like. It is when we love, when we choose to be the
servants of others rather than their masters.”

Sit for a few minutes and reflect on these powerful words.

Where is God calling you to ‘be downwardly mobile, lay aside our personal ambition in order to
server others and demonstrate to them the unconditional love of God?

What might this look like for you this week?

You might like to pray for the Fletcher Family who have modelled this so clearly in their work in the
slums of Bangkok.



