Looking Through the Cross

Week 3: The Cross and Reconciliation
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Week beginning Sunday 23" March

This sermon series is based on the book ‘Looking Through the Cross’ by Graham Tomlin’s (see
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Looking-Through-Cross-Archbishop-Canterburys/dp/1408188473).

This week’s topic links in with Chapter 8: The Cross and Reconciliation

Opening Discussion

= How have you found ‘dwelling around the cross’ so far this Lent? Have you sensed God saying
anything to you so far? Share any responses and give thanks.

Questions to discuss
VERTICAL RECONCILIATION: RECONCILIATION WITH GOD
Read Colossians 1:15-22 (focusing particularly on v20-22)

1) What do you think it means that Jesus ‘reconciled ALL THINGS to himself (v20)?
2) What does the fact that we are reconciled to God mean to each of us (discuss v21-22)? How

does the curtain ripping in the temple (Matthew 27:51) when Jesus died, illustrate this so
well?

HORIZONTAL RECONCILIATION: RECONCILIATION WITH OTHERS

Read Ephesians 2:8-16

3) The reconciliation occurs not because we earn it, but by God’s grace (Ephesians 2:8-9). What
does this mean to a) us? b) how we see others?

4) What did this teaching mean for the Early Church which was a mixture of Jews and Gentiles
(v11-15)? Why was this so radical?

5) Graham Tomlin in his book says ‘At the foot of the cross, the ground is level. No one is
privileged, no one is better or worse than another. It is the place where differences are
overcome.’ Discuss your thoughts on this and the implications it has for us today.

A NEW PURPOSE: CALLED TO BE AGENTS OF RECONCILLIATION

Read 2 Corinthians 5:15-20

6) What does it mean to us that we are called to be ‘Christ’s ambassadors’ (v20) and have the
‘ministry of reconciliation’ (v18) in the world? What does this mean for us on our ‘frontlines’?
What might it look like specifically in your context to have a ‘ministry of reconciliation’?

7) In Ephesians 2:15 it says God’s purpose was to create a ‘new humanity’ (v15 NIVUK). What
does this mean? Graham Tomlin describes how the church should be the place we model this


https://www.amazon.co.uk/Looking-Through-Cross-Archbishop-Canterburys/dp/1408188473

to the world and learn how to live in this new humanity. He says ‘the church is to be a nursery
for that new humanity’? What do you think that might mean for us in the Chase Team?

APPLICATION: Applying it to our lives...

So... in the light of what you have reflected on... the big question...
= How does the cross help us to see reconciliation differently? What does reconciliation
look like through the lens of the cross?
= How might we live differently in response to this?

RESPONSE:

Think of areas in your own lives, or communities or the world where reconciliation is needed.

What might God be asking you to do for that situation, to be a ‘minister of reconciliation’ through the
power of the cross?

Are there any relationships in your life where reconciliation is needed? How might you ‘go low’ as
Jesus did and self-sacrificially bring reconciliation?

Share any thoughts and pray about these things together.



