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This sermon series is based on the book ‘Looking Through the Cross’ by Graham Tomlin’s (see
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Looking-Through-Cross-Archbishop-Canterburys/dp/1408188473).

This week’s topic links in with Chapter 2: The Cross and Evil

Opening Meditation: Isaiah 53

Get someone to read Isaiah 53 very slowly, pausing often, and then invite people to sit and reflect on
these words in silence for a good 5 minutes

= Share any reflections that people have.
o What struck you most?
o What does this tell us about Jesus’ experience on the cross?
o What questions does this raise?

Questions to discuss - it is quite a challenging one this week!

Read also 1 Corinthians 15:1-5

—

) What struck you most from the sermon on Sunday?

) How would you answer the question ‘Why did Jesus have to die?’

) What does the answer given in 1 Corinthians 15:3 mean?

) Graham Tomlin in his book says ‘When something goes wrong, we have a deep and sure
instinct that it can only be healed if justice is done.... The evil that has disrupted the world
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cannot simply be ignored or glossed over: it must be banished, dealt with, put right.
Restoration is possible, but only when sin is somehow atoned for.

Discuss... do you agree with this? (Perhaps thinking about examples in your own life or
examples from history).

5) Watch The Bible Project video on “How God deals with Evil without destroying humanity’
(https://youtu.be/G_OIRWGLdnw?si=L2iyTzBCl4-U1u94 ) which talks about atonement and
how this fits in with the Old Testament (especially Isaiah 53:4-8 and Leviticus 16)

o How does this explanation help you understand how the cross defeated evil?

6) So how does Jesus death atone for the evil and sin of the world? Graham Tomlin says (p50-51)
‘Jesus dies as a representative of the human race... [and so] humanity has atoned for its sins
in the person of Christ, its representative.... At the same time, the insight that Jesus is fully
human and divine tells us that Jesus dies both as a representative of the human race, who
bears our full nature, but he also dies, in some sense as the Second person of the Trinity, that
God is notinflicting pain or punishment on an innocent third party, but hears the
abandonment within himself... ‘God reconciling the world to himself in Christ’ (2 Corinthians
5:19)”


https://youtu.be/G_OlRWGLdnw?si=L2iyTzBCl4-U1u94
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Looking-Through-Cross-Archbishop-Canterburys/dp/1408188473

What does this mean to you? How does this help us not fall into the trap of using the language
of ‘God punishing Jesus for our sins’?

7) Mark 10:45 says ‘For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give
his life as aransom for many.’
How does this idea of ‘ransom’ help us explain what was happening on the cross?

APPLICATION: Applying it to our lives...

So... in the light of what you have reflected on... the big question...
= How does the evil in the word look different through the ‘lens of the cross’?
= How might we reply to someone who says to us ‘Why does God allow so much evil in the
world? Why doesn’t he do anything?’
= What does this mean for you?

RESPONSE:

Graham Tomlin finishes the chapter by saying...

‘Self-sacrifice is the heart of love which is the heart of God. That is why ultimately, although it looks
paradoxical that God should hang on a cross, itis entirely natural. If God is Love (perhaps the central
Christian conviction about God) then of course he would find a way to ensure that his beloved of
creation is healed, even if that meant his own self-sacrifice’ (p56)

Finish by playing ‘Here is Love, vast as the ocean’ (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izHuv2rhtF4)
and invite everyone to dwell on God’s love shown to us on the cross.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izHuv2rhtF4

