VISION Journeying with Jesus
SUNDAY '

Journeying into the Year:
Vision Sunday 2025

Jourrieying into the Year

Introduction: Looking back on 2024 (15 minutes)

Take a few minutes in silence together and invite people to reflect with God on 2024,
reflecting on the following questions:

=  What has God done in you in 2024?

=  What has God done through you in 20247

Give people a few minutes to share anything that they would like to from those questions and
give thanks to God for those things.

Looking at Scripture (25 minutes)

Read Mark 4:26-32 through a couple of times - The Parables of the Growing Seed and
the Mustard seed.

Take a couple of minutes in silence for people to meditate on these words and to see what
they notice.

1) The parables start ‘The Kingdom of God is like..
a. Why do you think Jesus talks about the Klngdom of God’ rather than ‘the
church’ (other than for the fact the church did not exist then!)?
b. What do you understand by the phrase ‘The Kingdom of God’? What would this
look like to ‘grow’ in our communities?
c. How do you think having a ‘Kingdom focus’ is different from having a ‘church
focus’?

2) What do these two parables tell us about the ‘Kingdom of God’ and how might these
things affect how we live out our faith in 2025?

3) In the parabes, which bits are we called to do and which bits is God’s work? What
might that look like in practice? Are we ever tempted to try and do God’s bit for him?

4) Dave shared the following quote in his sermon as a description of ‘cultivating the right
soil’...

“ believe it is a fundamental misunderstanding of the pastor's job to assume that s/he
is primarily paid by the church to meet the church's endless felt needs in a Capitalist
society. We run ourselves ragged fulfilling everyone's desires, playing PR for Jesus,
and acting as the CEO of a religious non-profit.

The pastor's singular job is calling the church to be the church - a cruciform,
suffering, grieving, hoping, praying, gentle, truth-telling, alternative people. We do
this by attentiveness to and participation in the movement of God in people's lives, in
our local communities, and our world.”

(Rev. Tom Fuerst)



Discuss...
= What particularly speaks to you and challenges you from this quote?
= What do you think it means to have ‘attentiveness to and participation in the
movement of God in people’s lifes, in our local communities and our world’?

Response and encounter: 2025 - A year for courageously
sowing seed

Dave shared on Sunday about this being a year of ‘courageously sowing seed’ — individually
and corporately - on our frontlines, and across the three churches in our team.

Take some time (about 10 minutes?) in the quiet, or with some gentle worship music on, to
invite everyone to be still and listen to God and prayerfully ask ‘What seed are you asking me
to courageously sow this year?’

After the time is up invite anyone to share anything that they sense God might be speaking to
them about and pray about these things together.

You might like to write anything down in a book or on a ‘seed shaped piece of paper’ that you
keep and look back on later in the year.

As you close, let someone read the prayer of Teilhard de Chardin that Dave shared on
Sunday as everyone else ‘offers their seed to God for him to grow it’

Patient Trust

Above all, trust in the slow work of God.
We are quite naturally impatient in everything to reach the end without delay.
We should like to skip the intermediate stages.
We are impatient of being on the way to something unknown, something new.

And yet it is the law of all progress
that it is made by passing through some stages of instability—
and that it may take a very long time.

And so | think it is with you;
your ideas mature gradually—let them grow,
let them shape themselves, without undue haste.
Don’t try to force them on,
as though you could be today what time
(that is to say, grace and circumstances acting on your own good will)
will make of you tomorrow.

Only God could say what this new spirit
gradually forming within you will be.
Give Our Lord the benefit of believing
that his hand is leading you,
and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself
in suspense and incomplete.

Invite people to continue praying throughout the week about anything God may have been saying to
them and encourage them to come next time to share any updates.



