My Lord has come

Shepherds, called by angels,
called by love and angels:
No place for them but a stable.

My Lord has come. My Lord has come.

My Lord has come.

Sages, searching for stars,
searching for love in heaven;
No place for them but a stable.

My Lord has come. My Lord has come.

My Lord has come.

His love will hold me,
his love will cherish me,
love will cradle me.

Lead me, lead me to see him,
sages and shepherds and angels;
No place for me but a stable.

No Place for me but a stable

No Place for me but a stable.

My Lord has come. My Lord has come.

My Lord has come.

Words by Will Todd.

Preparing Prayer Session 3

Scripture passage
Matthew 1:18-25

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this
way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found
to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to
expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her
quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are
to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from
their sins.’

All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by
the Lord through the prophet: ‘Look, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him
Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with us.” When
Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the
Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but
had no marital

relations with her until she had borne a son; and he
named him Jesus.

A reflection

Imagine Joseph’s dilemma prior to the dream. Since he
was not the father of Mary’s child, there were only two
possibilities — either Mary had been unfaithful to their
engagement or she had been forced against her will,
and so was innocent. But should he make a public
spectacle of Mary by insisting on a formal enquiry to
establish the truth? He had decided not to insist on an
enquiry but to divorce her quietly. In Matthew’s Gospel
there is no ‘annunciation’ to Mary. The ‘annunciation’ is
to Joseph, in a dream, telling him not to divorce Mary,
as he had decided, but to complete the marriage



process and take her to his house, because her
pregnancy was of the Holy Spirit. He was not the father
of Mary’s baby but nor was any man.

What the angel tells Joseph changes everything. He
takes Mary to his house, completes the marriage
process and when Mary’s baby is born he names him
Jesus, thereby declaring that he is Jesus’ legal father.
What's in a name? Jesus means ‘saviour’; Jesus was
also called ‘Emmanuel’ which means, ‘God-is-with-us’.
“I am with you always to the end of the world.”
(Matthew 28:20)

Companion in prayer
Ask the Holy Spirit for help in your prayer. “Come Holy
Spirit, teach me to pray; help me to do it.”

Either:
Read and reread the scripture passage slowly, pausing
wherever and whenever you feel drawn to do so.

What kind of a man, of a father, was Joseph? A believer
of God’s word? A hearer and doer of that word, like Mary?
Upright? Honest with himself and with Mary? Sensitive?
Loving? Thoughtful? Think of what he did subsequently
for his son, the flight into Egypt, the return from Egypt
when it was safe for the child, his reaction to the loss of
Jesus in the Temple.

What of your own dilemmas?

What does Joseph’s response to the angel say about the
walk of faith? What was Joseph relinquishing in his
obedience to God’s word?

As Joseph turned to God and sought his help to resolve
his dilemmas so also God knows our dilemmas and wants
to help us. Ask to be able to hear God’s help.

And/Or: Invitation to Commitment
As we approach Christmas, we buy presents in
preparation to give to our friends and neighbours. But how

can we prepare to welcome Jesus who is at the heart of
the season?

Weaving of the Cloth
We may begin to think about that now, by joining in a very
simple action. In front of us is a simple roughly-made
cradle/’manger’ which, if covered with cloth, might be
suitable for a baby. Beside the cradle are strips of cloth
which, if laid on top of each other, might make a
patchwork quilt on which a baby could be laid.

So let us be still for a moment and turn our
minds away from preparing for Christmas, to preparing for
Jesus.

As music is played we may, as and when we wish, come
forward to lay strips of cloth across the cradle symbolizing
our intention to make a place and keep a welcome for
Jesus.

Concluding Prayers
Here is a place for you, Lord Jesus.
Just as our hands have made it ready,
so make our hearts ready
to love and to welcome you.
Be born again,
not in a manger,
but in us.
Make us your Bethlehem,
where God is personal
and all things and all people
are made new.
Amen

Blessing May God bless us this Advent
and find us ready and prepared
to welcome Jesus.
Amen
Let us go from this place in peace and hope.
Thanks be to God.



